The George Sand-
now ; I am lost in the religions of Persia. I am trying to get a
clear idea of the God Horn, and it isn't easy. I spent all the
month of June in studying Buddhism, on which I already had
many notes. But I wanted to get to the bottom of the subject
as soon as possible. And I also did a little Buddha that I
consider charming. Don't I want to read you that book
(mine) !

I am not going to Nohant, for I don't care to go further
away from my mother now. Her society afflicts me and un-
nerves me, my niece Caroline takes turns with me in carrying
on the dear and painful burden.

In a fortnight I shall be back in Croisset. Between the 15th
and the 20th of August I am expecting the good Tourgueneff
there. It would be very kind of you to come after him, dear
master. I say come after, for we have only one decent room
since the visit of the Prussians. Come, make a good effort.
Come in September.

Have you any news of the Odeon? I can't get any response
whatsoever from de Chilly. I have been to his house several
times and I have written three letters to him: not a word I Those
gay blades behave towards one like great lords, which is charm-
ing. I don't know if he is still director, or if the management
has been given to the Berton, Laurent, Bernard company,
do you?

Berton wrote to me to recommend him (and them) to d'Os-
moy, deputy and president of the dramatic commission, but
since then I have not heard anything mentioned*

CXCIL    To GTJSTAVE FLAUBERT, AT CROISSET

Nohant, August, 1871

You want to see me, and you need me, and you don't come to
see me! That is not nice; for I too, and all of us here, sigh for
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